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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

L.

The formation of the province of Chaltang {rom the counties of Chasong (126-38,
11.28) and Kanggye (126=36, L0-58) was arranged by tho Horth Korean authorities
in order to develop the area as an industrial zone. The entire zone is under
gecret development plens, involving hydro~electric projects, factary construc-
tion, and establishment of a model Soviel society.

Development of the area was originally begun by the Japanese, who started the
Changjin (127-10, L0-5L) hydro-clectric plant but did not comnlete it, After
the war, the Koreans continued vith the Japanese plens because the ares is
parbicularly suitable for the purpose in many ways. It is a mountainous region,
with abundance of water power, large mineral resources, heavy forests, and a
small population. An additional advantage is its proximity to llenchuria, and
it appears that the province is to be developed in close correlation with
Yanchurisn industry, especially the heavy industry zone at Anshan (122-57,

Ui-0l).

The Horth Koreon budget of 1950 allocates more than twelve billion wen for
industrial construection in Chekang Province, and half of the one and a half
billion won expected fyrom the government bond drive is to be devoted to the
same purpose. At the fifth ses.ion of the Suprene People’s Council, firom
25 February to 5 Larch 1950, YI Yuenmin ( /’5:4’& [%, ), head of the reoplel!s
Committee of North Pyongan Province and former chief of the Korecen Vclunteer
Lrmy propegande section, asked for ond received o budget provisics of ‘wic
billion won for construction work in Chakang.

lajor emphasis is being placed on electric power, Daus already in operatlon
are the Supung (124-56, 40~26), which has a rated capacit; of 700,000 KVA#,
and the Changjin, completed since the war by the horeans. 4 new project is
plonned on the Tongno River (126~04, 40-56) which is to provide a potential
power output of 200,000 KVA, Other plants are planned on the Yalu and Tumen
livers, so that altogether a total ocutput of 2,500,000 KVA is to be available
by 1955, This amount is estimated to be adequate for all of North Korea.
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An urban industrial center is under way in the area f1in Eanzgye to Sochang
(126-29, L40-58) and Lmpojin (12620, L1~10). The towm of Kangrye has been
officially renamed Chakang. o

“hile these industrial developmerts are in progres:, hovever, the princinal
redl work going on is lumbering, Many of the laborers #lock to work in the
lumber nills as soon as the seuson begins in the autwm. A1l niils are oper-
ated by the government. C

Because the area is so unprorising agriculturally, being very mowntainous,
little food is produced. Bven the farmers a month atter harvest are o“ten
short of food for their own ‘amilies. There is no rationing, but pot g,
which with some grain are the main local erop, sre collected by tie gover
ment,| | for re-distribution to the USSR. A1l
agriciltural production 1. taxed Lwice yearly, to be paid in kind. The food

- problem is so acute that the sawmill workers are paid in food instead of in

money.

Huch of the work of dsvelopment in chakang ‘is being done by a lavrge nunberiq:

of members of the Derocratic Youth Federation, mosilized from all districts.
fhese young men are :ollected in a training camp on the swrmit of Hangnin
Lountain (126-L8, L(1-12), where they are given both military instruction and
political indoctrinition. Par* of their training is to work on industrial
construction projerts. To support this growp and provide thenm with both Ffood
and working waber:als, large supplies of food, clothing, construction parts such
as iron in variots forms and other stuffs are brought in from other areas.
Although ihe groin of trainees is exchanged from time to time for new recruits,
ore of the purposes of the camp znd its operation appears to be formation of a
concentrated res:rve army in the province. Sons of local farmers arc also
trained both politicellyr and for military reserve, at the expense of the povern-—
nent,

Sorie labor is drawn from local residents, and is controlled through the local
brarch of the labor uniois. In 1949, the head of the local labor union come
mitiee in a timber mill at Taehu-dong, Huchang (12 7-0k, 41-24) County did not
pey the lsborers., At the end of Jdovember, the entire worikers group, mumbering
#znub seven hundred, in protest at their treatment, burncd down the mill, de~
sbroying all she finislied products stored there and killing two men. Sevoral
hundred of the workers were arrested by the Kangrye Police Constabulary ard the
local branch >f the Farest Police, and Soviet troops stationed in the are: were
said- to have assisted ulsc..tw: In another instance, when the labor committee
head had wittheld wages from liarch to December 191;9, the workers struck., An
investigaticn by the Forest Cunstabulary resulted in the arrest of the labtor
union nan.

The high mountais aréas of Samsu (128-02, L1-13) and Kapsan (128-18, la-05)
are believed te be undergoing intensive fortification.

ihe governor »f Chukang Province i YI Ki—wgn { 71:‘}{%?// zr%g » Liember of the North
Korean Labor Party and formerly its chief in Ha;:ﬁ‘mg' (127-32, 39-5L). Ha holds
the decoralion of the honorary naticcal flag, second grade, an order rarcly con~
ferred on . civilian. .

Comment, 4dccording o[ Jin lay 1949 the mascimum-
A Y, of the Supung dam was 140,000 KVA,

| Coment. The number was reporved as three hundred thousand, but -
gppears somewhat high,

%‘1@&» 4 discussion of the “rocps in the area is included in
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